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THE TRIAL 


OF 


MRS. MARY REED. 


HIS remarkable trial, which has ſo much engaged 
public attention, for ſome time paſt, came on at 
Glouceſter, on Monday, March 28, 1796, before Mr. 
Juſtice Lawrence, and a Special Jury.“ It began in the 
morning and laſted Seventeen Hours. 

The Jury being impannelled, the indictment was read; 
which, in ſubſtance, charged her—That ſhe, Mary Reed, 
had been concerned with her brother, Watkins, 
ſince dead, in having procured and adminiſtered poiſon to 
her huſband, W. Reed, Efq. at Swanley, in the parith 
of. Berkeley, Glouceſterſhire, in May, 1794, and which 
poiſon had been the cauſe of his death. 

To this indictment the priſoner pleaded—Not Guilty. 
The caſe was then opened by the Counſel for the proſe- 
cution, who, after ſtating the material circumſtances, 
proceeded to call witneffes to eſtabliſh the charge. 

Mr. JohN Huis, and Mr. Ricyard EvaANs, were 
firſt called, who proved the marriage of Mr. Reed, to 
Mits Mary Watkins, at Pembridge, in Herefordſhire, 
on the 13th of June, 1789. | 

ROBERT EDGAR. 


Q. What age are you?—A. Between one and two 
and twenty. 


Q Where did you become acquainted with the late 


Mr. Reed? -A. At Poole. 


Q At what time ?—A. I believe it was about July, 
1793, OT 1794. | 1 
Q. When Mr. Reed came to Poole, where did you 
lodge? — A. At a Miſs Corbyn's. 


* Mrs. Reed was taken into cuſtody in conſequence of ſome circumflances 
which occurred in the examination of one of the witneſſes during the trial 
of an action brought by her againſt the Royal Aſſurance Company, tor the 
recovery of the ſum inſured on Mr, Reed's lite, 
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Q. How long was you at Poole before Mr. Reed 


came? - A. I had been there ſome months. 

Q. Where did Mr. Reed ludge ?—A. In the ſame 
houſe I did. 

Q. Did they all come together ?—A. Mr. Reed came 
firſt, and Mrs. Reed came a ſhort time after, and 
brought one child. 

's Did they continue at Mr. Corbyn's ?—A: They 
went to another houſe, and by Mr. Reed's defire I went 
with them. 

J How many was in the family?—Mr. and Mrs. 
Reed, one child, and Mary Foot the ſervant, 

Q. When did Watkins come there ?—A. I cannot tell. 

Q. While you was at the houſe, did Mr. Reed go from 
home ?—A. He did. 

Q. How long was he abſent ?—A. More than three 
weeks. 

Before Mr. Reed went from home, was Watkins 
there ?—A. He was. 

Q. How long did Watkins ſtay at Poole ?—A. As 
long as Mr. Reed did. 

Q. Did you hear about going a journey to Wales ? 
A. Mrs. Reed and Watkins talked about it. 

Q. When was this? — A. About the time I talked of 
going into the Dorſetſhire militia. 

Q. Did they ſay any thing of your going with them? — 
A. Watkins and Mrs. Reed did, and I agreed to go with 
them; but Mr. Reed objected to it, on account of the 
expence of the journey. 

Q. What paſſed after this ?—A. I had a converſation 
with Mrs. Reed and Watkins, about our wnting to each 
other; andit was agreed, that when ſettled in a convenient 
place, they would write to me, to the care of my brother, 
and would in that letter inform me how to direct to them. 

Q. What. converſation did you have after this with 
Mrs. Reed ?—A. She faid, that when Mr. Reed went 
to London, ſhe would come and ſee me, and would 
bring Watkins with her. 
| Was Watkins preſent when this converſation paſ- 
ſed 3 I believe he was. 


Q. Was no more ſaid at that time ?—A. Yes; Mrs. 
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Reed ſaid, that after Mr. Reed's death we ſhould be 
married; ſhe ſaid Mr. Reed would not live long, as he 
had a diforder which the phyſicians, whom he had often 
conlulted, thought incurable. | 
Q. Was Watkins preſent at this time ?—A. I cannot 
now recollect. | 

Q. Did you ever hear Watkins ſay any thing about 
poiſon?—A. He applied to me to get him ſome arſenic. 

Q. Was Mrs. Reed preſent *—A. I believe ſhe was. 

Q. What did he ſay he would do with the arſenic ?— 
A. He ſaid he would give Mr. Reed ſome, and would 
boil it in water; that he had often tried it on dogs. 

Q. Did you fay any thing to him ?—A. I told him that 
if I knew any one talk of ſuch a crime, I would reveal it. 

Q. Did Mrs. Reed ſay any thing ?—A. I cannot now 
recollect that ſhe did. | 

Q. What other converſation paſſed ?—A. Watkins 
aſked Mrs. Reed, what the would give him? the ſaid 
100l. He allo aſked me, what I would give him; I ſaid 
I would give him fool. when I came of age. 

Q. When was he to have this money 2—A. It was 
when I was married to her; and Watkins ſaid, if Mr. 
Reed did not die ſoon, he would deſtroy him. 

Q. Are you ſure you were all three together at that 
time A. We were. 

Q. What paſſed after this *!—A. Another time when 
I came into the parlour, Mrs. Reed ſaid to me, What 
do you think Watkins has been ſaying ?” I ſaid I could 
not tell. He has been propoſing (ſaid ſhe) to go our 
in a boat, and that he would take Mr. Reed with him; 


and if I would go with him, he would throw Mr. Rec 


overboard and drown him: it therefore would be thought 
that he fell overboard, and we could not fave him: and 
Mrs. Reed ſaid, that all fins would be forgiven, except 
the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. I ſaid 1 would not have 
any thing to do with it. 

Q. Had you any other converſation ? - A. At another 
time, when talking about the 100l. Watkins ſaid, ſup- 
poſe Mr. Reed was to die in twelve months, fix months, 
or before he gets to his journey's end, what will you give 
me tlien? Mrs. Reed replied, that ſhe would give him 
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17 * and I ſaid I would give him another when I came 
of age. 

Q. Did Watkins fay any more *—A. Yes ; he ſaid; 
ſhe thall be yours, and if he does not die at that time [ 
will deſtroy him. 

When was this converſation ?—A. J believe it was 
after Mr. Reed's return from London. 

Q. Did you hear any thing of a fortune-teller ?=A, 
I believe both of them ſaid, that a fortune-teller, pro- 
cured by Mary Foot, the ſervant maid, had ſaid, that 
Mr. Reed would not live long. ; 

Q. Was any thing ſaid about laudanum?—A. I uſed 
to take laudanum, and was going to take a larger doſe, 
when Mrs. Reed ſnatched the bottle from me, and ſaid 
ſhe would buy half a pint and take it, if I took any more. 

Q. Had you ever any quarrel with Mr. Reed ?—A. 
Yes; on a Sunday, a ſhort time before he left Poole, he 
came into the room, and defired me to quit the houle ; 
1 defired to have the bill for my board ; Mr. Watkins 
made 1t out, and carried it to my guardian, Mr. Rider; 
Mr. Reed alſo told me it would be inconvenient for me 
to continue with him beyond a certain day. 

Q. You ſay the quarrel was on a Sunday ?—A. It was; - 
after dinner Ms. Reed left the room, and Mr. Reed aſked 
me to drink a glaſs of beer; Mrs. Reed came in foon | 
after, and ſome words aroſe about a pair of gloves ; in 
the courſe of the quarrel, Mr. Reed ſaid he had great 
reaſon to ſuſpect Mrs. Reed was falſe to him with me; 
he called me a ſcoundrel, and bid me quit the houſe. 

Q. Did Mrs. Reed make any reply? A. She ſaid it 
was merely his ſuſpicion; he ſtruck me; Watkins inter- 
tered, and put an end to it; and it was agreed upon, 
while Mr. Reed was there, that I ſhould leave the houſe 
that atternoon. | | 
Q. Did you ſee Mrs. Reed before you left the houſe ? 
A. I met her in the paſſage, and it was agreed upon, 
that I ſhould be let in, after Mr. Reed was 1n bed. 

Q. Did you go to Mr. Reed's ?—A. I went the fame 
evening; Watkins was ſtanding at the door; he looked 
out and beckoned to me, and I went into the houle into 
the parlour, where I found Mrs, Reed. 
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A. How long did you flop there? — A. I ſtaid there 
all night, and went away in the morning, before Mr. 
Reed was up; I believe he did not know I was there, 

Q. Did Mr. Reed never ſee you, at any of the times 
you was there? -A. He did not, tho' he might once, 
if he had looked, as I was in a little room, 

Q. At whoſe houſe did you lodge when you left Mr. 
Reed's*A. At a Mr, Rules, 

Q. Did you ever ſee Mrs, Reed write ?—A, I have; 
(the letter was ſhewn him“) this 1 believe to be her hand- 
writing; about the gth or 1oth of April, T wrote an an- 
ſwer to it; the directions I belieye to be Watkin's wri- 
ting, but will not be poſitive. 


CROSS EXAMINATION, 


Q. Did you promiſe to marry Mrs. Reed, if her huſ- 
band died? - A. I intended, if Mr. Reed had died, to 
have married the Lady, but I never was concerned in 
any plan to deſtroy him. | 

Q. What was Watkins to have the 100]. for ?—A. 
The hundred pounds J was to give him, was to ſupport 
him. 

Q. Was you not taken up in London ?—A. I was 
and committed to Tothill- fields Bridewell. 

Q. What Juſtice was you taken betore ?—A. Mr. 
Addington. 

Q. What promiſe did Mr. Reed make to you, if you 
would come to Glouceſter, and give evidence againſt 
Mrs. Reed ?—A. He faid he would become one of my 
bondſmen, and I ſhould have my liberty. 

Q. What other promiſes did he make you ?—A. I 
cannot recollect. 


* The following letter was produced, ſent by Mrs. Reed, directed to Nr. 
| Robert Edgar, at Mr. Campbell's, Poole, Dorſetſhire. 


| Berkeley, April 5, 1794. 
MY EVER DEAR EDGAR, | 


I NOW write you to inform you of my ſafe arrival here, on Wedneſday 
evening laſt, I could not write before, having been detained here ever ſince 
Mr. Reed was taken ill on his journey. The faculty attend him daily—Tl 
doubt be will not be able to go further or live long. My dear Edgar, ſend 
me a long letter, alſo about Molly. When I paſſed you on the road, my 
dear Edgar, what would I have given to have ſpoke to you. Let me know 
if you arc in tbe fame mind as when I ſaw you laſt, M, 
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Q. Recolle& yourſelf, and tell what promiſes were | 
made; was you not to tell about poiſon ?—A. I was- 


aſked about it 

Q. Was you not promiſed to be provided for ?—A. I 
do not recollect. 

Q. Where was you taken? — A. At Guildford, in 
April, 1794, and was diſcharged in Auguſt. 

Q. Did Mr. Reed come and ſee you ?*—A, He did of- 
ten, and aſked about the poiſon, 


MARY FOOT. 


Q. Did you ever live in Mr. Reed's family? — A. I did. 
1 Q. Where ?—A. At Poole, the time Mr. Reed lived 
there. 

Q, How long did you live with them ?—A. Between 
five and fix months. 

Q. Did you know Edgar ?—A. I did. 

When did he come to live at you maſter's ?—A. 
It was either the ſame night, or the night before I went 
to the houſe ; but I cannot be certain, 

Q. Was Mr. Reed in good health while you lived with 
him ?—A. He was in very good health, he was ill but 
once, with a cold. 

Q. Did you ever hear any words paſs between Mr. 
Reed and bis wife ?—A. Never but once; Mrs. Reed's 
behaviour before the quarrel was very good; Mr. Reed 
was very fond of her. 


Q. Did you obſerve wow. jo s and Mrs. Reed's beha- 


viour ? A. They behaved very well together at firſt, 
but were often alone. 

Q. In what parts of the houſe did you ſee them) A. 
J have ſeen them in the parlour, and ſometimes in the 
bedchamber ; he was ſometimes fitting on Mrs. Reed's 
knee, and ſometimes ſhe was fitting on his; at firſt Mrs. 
Recd and her huſband went to bed together, but after- 


wards ſhe ſtaid up. 
Q. Who fat up with her ?—A. Sometimes Mr. Edgar, 


and ſometimes her brother; I have ſeen them together, 


night and morning, frequently when Mr. Reed was out 
of town. 


Q. Did you obſerve their behaviour while Mr. Reed 
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was abſent from home? — A. I ſaw Edgar go into her 
bed- chamber at night, and come out in the N 

Q. Were there any more ſervants in the houſe ?—A. I 
was the only one, 

Q. Did you obſerve whether Edgar's bed had been 
laid 1n ?—A, I never went in but once, and then I ob- 
ſerved that his bed was not tumbled 

Q. Was Watkins there when you went firſt ?—A. He 
did not come there till a month, ſix weeks, or two 
months, after 1 entered the houſe. 

Q. Did you eyer mention the behaviour of Mrs. Reed 
and Edgar ?—A. I did tell Watkins ot it, and declared 
that I would tell Mr. Reed; Watkins begged me not to 
do it, as it would be the means of parting man and wite. 

. What was Watkin's appearance, when he came 
to the houle firſt ?—A, He appeared like a common 
ſervant. 

Q. How long did you hve with Mrs. Reed after you 
oblerved her behaviour A. After ſome time oblcrving 
the behaviour of Mrs. Reed aud Edgar, I gave her a 
month's warning ; ſhe told me that 1 mould forfeit a 


year's wages if | went. 


© Do you remember telling Mrs. Reed of acunning- 
woman? A. I never heard of ſuch a perſon, 

Q. What never hear of her going to a fourtune-tcl- 
ler A. I heard her ſay that ſhe h 24 been to a forune- 
teller, who had informed her that ſhe would bury her 
buſband, but did not ſay when. 

Q. Did you hear from Mrs. Reed aſter ſhe leſt Poole? — 
A. I did. 

Q, Can you write ?—A. I can read, but not write, 

Q. Did you ever ſe> Mrs. Reed write?—A I did moſt 
market days, as ſhe put down what every thing coſt. 


CROSS EXAMINAiION, 


Q. You ſay you cannot write, did you not ſend to 
Mrs. Reed a letter ?—A. I employed a perſon to write 
to Mrs. Reed. (here a letter was ſhewn her, but ſhe 
declared ſhe knew nothing of it). 

Q. Have you not tendered your ſervice to her a ſecond 
time ?—A, I have not. 

B 
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Q. Was you the only ſervant ?—A. I was. 

Q. What wages was you to have ?—A. Six guineas 
a year. 

Q. Where have you lived ſince ?—A. I have lived 
ever ſince (except two months) with Mr. Adams, of 
Poole, 

Q. Have you ever ſeen any of the late Mr Reed's 
brothers, or had any converſation with them ?—A. I 
have not. | 

Q. Do you know Mr. Jefferies and Mr. Oaks, of 
Poole ?—A. I do. 

Q. Was not you promiſed a 100l, to come here ?—A. 
I never was; Mr. Poole told me he would pay my ex- 
pences. 

Q. Where do you lodge? -A. I lodge at Mrs. 
Heath's, and ſleep with her niece. 


Q. You have ſeen Mr. Reed in Glouceſter, where 


does he lodge ?—A. At Mrs. Heath's. 

Q. Did you not ſay before that you had not ſpoke to 
Mr. Reed ? recollect yourſelf. —A. He met me and bid 
me good morning, 

Q. Was you not with him in the ſtreet >—A. I went 
with the witneſſes, and Mr. Reed went along, but I had 
no converſation with him. 

Mr. Youxs WEST, ſaid he was a Surgeon at Poole; 
that he frequently ſaw Mr, Reed at that place, and that 
he appeared in a good ſtate of health; that he had 
granted a certificate, as he was going to inſure his life. 

Mr. Joun ALI DGE, ſaid he was agent, at Poole, to 


the Royal Exchange Aſſurance Office; that Mr, Reed, 


on or about the 11th of March, 1794, applied to him, 
as he wiſhed to infure his own, and Mrs. Reed's life; 
and that by the time he had obtained an anſwer from 
London, Mr. Reed ſeemed determined to inſure his own 
life only, for 20001. | 

Mr. Henry Brook, ſaid that he lives at Briſtol, 
and is employed as an Agent bv the Royal Exchange 
Company ; that a young man of the name of Watkins 
caine to him, and defired him to go with him to the Pe- 
lican Inn, which he did, and found Mr. and Mrs. Reed, 
and two or three children there; that a letter was delivered 
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to him from Mr. Aldridge, of Poole, identifying tlie 
perſon of Mr. Reed; and that he wrote to the office, to 
make out the policy, in the name of Mr. inſtead of Mrs. 


Reed; that Mr. Reed appeared to be in good health, 


and that he never ſaw him before or ſince: He further 
ſaid, that he received a premium of 481. 10s. on the 2d 
of April, 1794, and that an annual payment of 481. 10s. 
was to be be made for ſeven years ; and that if Mr. Reed 
died within that time, Mrs. Reed was to receive 2000]. 

Mrs. ELIZABETH SYDNEY, lives at the Crown Inn, 
Newport, ſaid that ſhe remembers Mr, Reed, his wife, 
and two children, with Mr. Watkins, coming to her houſe 
on Wedneſday, the ad of April, where they ſtaid till the 
Saturday following: that no Phyſician attended Mr. Reed, 
as he ſeemed very well, and walked out ; and that Mr. 
and Mrs. Reed appeared very happy together. 

Mrs. Saran PECKER, lives at Berkeley, and ſays, that 
on the gth of April, 1794, Mrs. Reed's brother came to 
take lodgings ; that he hired two rooms, a lodging room 
and a kitchen; that in the afternoon Mr. and Mrs. Reed, 
two little girls, and Mrs. Reed's brother came ; that Mr. 
Reed walked from Newport, and appeared to be troubled 
with no complaint, nor did any medical perſon attend ; 
that ſoon after, Watkins ſaid they wanted a more private 
houſe ; ſhe ſaid they waited on themſelves, and that ſhe 
never ſaw a more happy couple than Mr. and Mrs. Reed; 
that Watkins ſeemed of a haſty temper, and that Mrs. 
Reed ſaid, ſhe would give the world it her brother was as 
good as her huſband. 


PHOEBE KNIGHT. 

Q Where do you live ?—A. I live at Swanley, nearly 
oppoſite to the houſe where Mr. Reed lived; my houle. 
is the only one near 1t. 

Q. Does any one live with you ?—A. Eſther Munday 
lives 1n a part. | 

Q. Is there much travelling near your houſe ?—A. In 
the ſummer time, but not 1n the winter. 

Q. Did you obſerve whether Mr. Reed was in good 
health ?—A. He appeared to be ſo; I ſaw him on the 
morning of the 17th ; he was walking out; about four 
o'clock I heard a little noiſe in Mr. Reed's bed-chamber, 
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* here was you then? A. I was ſtanding without; 
T obſerved the window curtain was let down; after that, 
the curtain was opened, and I ſaw Mr. Reed look out of 
the window ; juſt before that I heard a ſcringing. 

Q. What do you mean by ſ{cringing ?—A. It was like 
the noiſe of one crying out ; Mr. Reed appeared at the 
window—his face was bloody. 

Q. What happened after that? — A. Mrs. Reed came 
to the door and beckoned with her finger ; I went, and 
tound her tving his head up with a bin , I aſked 
what was the matter: Mr. Reed replied, I think we are 
all going mad. 

Q. What elſe did he ſay ?—A. He ſaid he had been 
eating ſome ſoup made in a new tin kettle, and he aſked 
me it there was any harm in tin without ſeaſoning, I re- 
plied, no fir; he ſaid he was very ſick; he then ſaid, that 
the blows on the head was given him while he was laying 
on the bed, and that he ſhould have been killed, but the 
bed-poſt received ſome of the blows; he then aſked me if 
I hadſeen ayouth go out of the houſe—1 faid, no fir, only 


a young man in a blue coat, with ſomething in a tea cup. 


Q. Do you know who the young man was? A. Mrs. 
Recd's brother. 

Q. What time of the day was it ?—A. It was about 
three o'clock in the afternoon. | 

Q. Was you told what was in the cup? -A. Mr. Reed 
ſaid, that it was ſome brandy he had been to Newport for. 

Q. Did you hear any more, how the blows was given? 
A. I heard Mr. Recd aſk his wife if ſhe had ſeen how 
many times he had been ſtruck, but ſhe did not anſwer; 
both of them defired to have a doctor ſent for. I told 
them I could ſend for Mr. Jenner, Berkeley. 

Q. Did you ſend for him ?—A. I did and aſked if I 
could do any thing for him. Mr. Reed faid no, and Iwent 
home; at night Mrs. Reed came and aſked me if I could 
ſend for the doctor again. Taſked if Mr. Reed was worle ; 
ſhe {uid no, but that he did conceit that he ſhould die 
it the doctor was not ſent for; ſhe went away, but came 
again, and faid, I will order a chaiſe, and go with you 
to fetch Mr. Jenner with all ſpeed. I told her that would 
take up more time than to go acrofs the fields: ſhe de- 


4 


7 wo” - 7 8 7 _ * * A 1 >= * * oy 
"Is — at he. 
i „ 4 . 33 F pier rl 
— 


4 


( 13 } 
fired me to ſet off directly; but I had not got above a 
quarter of a mile, when my huſband called me back; 
and bid me go to Mrs. Reed, as ſhe had told him her 
huſband was dead. 

Q. What did you ſee when you went in? -A. Mrs. 
Reed was down ſtairs a crying and told me her huſband 
was dead ; I bid her not be frightened, he might be only 
in a fit; ſhe bid me go and ſee him. I went to him, 
and told her I thought he was dead. By Mrs. Reed's 
deſire I ſent for ſome people to lay him out. 

Q How long was you there ?—A. About half an 
hour. 

Q. Did you ſend for ſome people? -A. 1 did ſend 
for Dame Trotman and Dame Denley, who went up to 
Mr. Reed's room, but coming down again, faid that they 
thought he was not quite dead. 

Q. What did Mrs. Reed fay ?—A. She ſaid but little, 
but cried and grieved. | 

Q. Did you hear her ſay any thing about her brother? 
— A. Yes; I aſked her, when the women were up ſtairs, 
what he had left the houſe for? She replied, that her 
brother ſaid, that he would not live in the houſe where 
ſuch a villain as Mr. Reed was, as he (Watkins) had 
lent him 3ool. and had nothing to ſhew for it. 

Q. Was Mr. Reed laid out ?—A. He was laid out 
about one o'clock. | 

Q. Did you hear any thing ſaid about ſome birds ?— 
A. I heard the twittering of a bird like a Robbin, be- 
fore the gentleman was laid out: Mrs. Reed ſaid, hark 
at the robbins, they whiitled ſo all laſt night, I have 
had my ſuch ſymptoms of my huſband's death. 

Q. Did you keep a dog ?—A. I had a dog, and it 
died the morrow morning after Mr. Reed died. 

Q. Where did you ſee the dog ?—A. I faw it lying 
dead on his fide under the hay-mow, about 100 yards 
from my houſe. 

Q. Did you obſerve any thing the matter with the 


dog, the day before ?—A. I did not; I had a hen died 


the next week much ſwelled in the craw. 
Q. Is it uſual to lay out people as ſoon as they are dead? 
—A. Is it uſual to lay out perſons when they are warm. 


1 
HESTER MUN DA. 


Q. Where do you live ?—A. Near the laſt witneſs. 

Q. When was you at Mr. Reed's houſe ?—A. I was 
there the day the man died ; I went for Mr. Jenner. 

Q. Did you ſee Mr. Reed ?—A. I did, after the ſur- 
geon was gone; he was at the front door; I ſaw him 
vomit, and bring up a large quantity of ſtuff, which 
fell upon the ſtones. 

At what time was this ?—A. It was about half an 
hour after the {ſurgeon was gone; Phoebe Knight's dog 
followed me in at the door, where the man reach'd, and 
1 faw him gat ſome of the ſtuff the man had caſt from 
his ſtomach. | 

Where were the children ?—A. In another room. 

Q. Did you hear any noiſe? A. I heard a tap at the. 


window; Mrs. Reed ſent me to cover the children, 


when I came down ſhe was not there; I called to her, 
and ſhe ſaid ſhe was coming. 


Q. Did you ſee Watkins ?—A. I ſaw him with Mrs. 


Reed ; they were cloſe together. 


Q. Did you hear him ſay any thing ?—A. I heard 
him fay he would go and ſeek a place, and would write 
a letter, and ſend it ſuch a day. 

Q. Did you hear him mention the place he intended 
to go to? A. I did not. 77 bs 

Q. Did he appear angry ?—A. I cannot tell. 

Q. When you ſaw Mr. Reed vomit, what time of 
the day was it ?—A. It was after ſun-ſet. 


DANIEL KNIGHT. 


Q. What are you ?—A. Phœbe Knight's huſband. 
Q. Did you keep a dog ?—A. I did. 
Q. When did you ſee the dog ?—A. I ſaw him go 


with my wife, towards Mr. Reed's houſe. 


Q. Did the dog ſeem well ?—A. He ſeemed as well 
as uſual. | On 

Q. When did you ſee the dog again ?—A. I ſaw him 
by the ſtack of hay, he was ſtiff and dead; I obſerved 
that he had vomited in three or four places, and fome of 
it was hanging to the dog's jaw, which I ſtruck away 
with a prong, and threw it into the ditch, 
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Q. What did you do with the dog ?—A. I buried 
him ; but the next day dug him up, when Mr. Joyner 
the Coroner, came with the Jury. 

Q. Who lived in the houſe before Mr. Reed took it ? 
A. One John Matthews, a farrier. 

Joan LEtwis gave in evidence, that in the month of 
April, on the day Mr, Reed died, he was at work digging 
potatoes, that James Watkins came up to him, and aſked 
him if he knew a place called Swanley ; that upon his 
ſaying yes, Watkins aſked him if he would go to Mr. 
Reed's and bring away a box—that he immediately re- 


plied, I will if you will give me a lhilling—Watkins 


replied, I will give you half a crown , that he agreed to 


go, and upon going to the houſe he ſaw Mrs. Reed, and 


told her that a man in a blue coat and white ſtockings, 
had ſent him for a box ; that ſhe aſked him where he 
was, and that he replied about a mile and a half off, that 
Mrs. Reed ſaid, that ſhe would not let the box go, till 
ſuch time as the young man, who was her brother, would 
come to the houſe ; and that ſhe bid me tell him, that 
Mr. Jenner had been there, and that Mr. Reed was in 
a likely way to do well ; that upon this, he went back 
and brought Watkins with him, who went into the houſe 
the back way; that in a few minutes after Mrs. Reed 
came out of the houſe, and ſaid that her huſband was 
dead ; that he obſerved Mrs. Reed and Watkins, cloſe 
by the houſe, a talking together, for about five minutes; 
that Mrs. Reed deſi red him (Lewis) to follow her, and 
ſhe gave him a box, which he took to Mr, Watkins, 
and that he took out of it what he pleated, when Lewis 
took the box back again ; that before they parted, Mrs. 
Reed and Watkins claſped each other round the neck, 
kiſſed and wiſhed each other well; that when he went to 
her firſt, ſhe was in tears, and ſremad much troubled ; 
that he walked ſeveral miles with Watkins, and put him 
in the right way for Glouceſter. 


DANIEL HADLEY. 


here do you live :I live at Newport. 


Q. Did you know the late Mr. Reed ?—A. I did ; he 
rented a houſe of me, 


11 

Q Did you ſee Mr. Reed, a day or two before his 
death? -A. I did; he ſaw me in the fields and came to 
me, and aſked me to put a ciſtern in the out-houſe; I 
went on the morrow with the overſeer; Mrs. Reed was 
fitting at the door; Denley, who was there, ſaid I was 
coming to you to make a coffin. 

Q. What are you? A. I am a Carpenter; Mrs. Reed 
then ſaid, I muſt get you to make a coffin, for my huſ- 
band is dead, and you muſt make it immediately ; I went 
to meaſure the corpſe, and ſhe told me ſhe muſt bury 
him immediately, for he was full of liquor, and would 
not keep. 

Q. Are you ſure you was to make it that day ?—A. I 
will not be certain, whether ſhe meant the ſame night, 
or the next morning, 


— How did the corpſe appear? - A. I found N fair 
corpſe 


„the head was tied up, and the room waſhed; ſhe 
ſaid ſhe muſt have a cheap coffin, for her pocket was 
low; I faid, you cannot bury him immediately, it is 
rumoured about, that blows have paſſed between him 
and your brother, therefore the Coroner will certainly 
come and take an inqueſt; ſhe told me ſhe did not 
know the meaning of it; I told her it was to examine 
how he came by his death. | 

Q What did ſhe ſay ?—A. She wrung her hands, 
and laid, what a diſtreſt creature am J. 

Q. Did ſhe ſay any thing elſe ?—A. She ſaid that he 
did not die through the blows he had received, but with 
a diſorder in his ſtomach ; I was preſent when the Co- 
roner was there, and told Mrs. Reed that he had inter- 
cepted a letter, written by the man whom ſhe called her 


brother; ſhe ſaid, ſhe hoped ſhe ſhould have the honour 


of opening her own letter. 

Q. Did ſhe open it ?—A, She did; and as ſoon as ſhe 
had read it, ſhe dropt on her knees, and ſaid, My God, 
I know' nothing of the writing. 

Q. Did you go afterwards to the houſe ?—A, I did on 
the Monday morning, and found a number of people 
there; Mrs. Reed was felling the goods herſelf, and was 
walking about; ſhe ſeemed in a hurry. 


Q. Do you know Watkins's hand-writing ?—A. I do; 
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for when he took the houſe, I defired him to write the 
agreement between us—he told me he could not write : 
but as I did not chuſe to let the houſe, unleſs an agree- 
ment was entered into, he wrote the agreement; I told him 
he wrote very well; he ſaid he'd ſhew me better than that 
he wrote ſome words, which I told him was Latin, and 
that there was fomething of poiſon mentioned in it. 

Q. What did he fay ?—A: He ſaid it wasa receipt to 
deſtroy a dog; he ſaid, he had either ſent, or would ſend 
for it. 

Q. How came you to know that one of the words was 
Latin ?—A. I had ſeen fuch words at Mr; Earl's, upon 
ſome of the things. 


Mr. JOYNER. 


Q, What are you? A. I am Coroner ; on the 19th 
of April, 1794, I attended at Swanley, and had Mr. 
Reed's body opened. | 

Q. Was Mrs. Reed there? — A. She was. 

Q. What do you know of a letter? — A. I. found a 
letter in the office, directed for Mrs. Reed; when I came 
to her, IL toll her that I had intercepted a letter, which 
I ſuppoſed was from her brother ſhe ſaid ſhe hoped that 
ihe ſhould have the honour to open her own letter—ſhe 
took it, and opened it.“ 

Q. What was the date of it *—A: April the 18th. 

Q. How did ſhe appear after reading the letter? A. 
She ſeemed very much agitated, and ſaid the did not 
know where 1t came trom. 

Q. In what part of the houſe was ſhe, and what was 
ſhe doing ?—A. She was up ſtairs; I did not ſee her 
doing any thing. 2 


* To Mrs. REE o, Swanley, neat Berkeley. 


| Glouceſter, April 18th, 1794. | 
MY DFAR FRIEND, : 

I ARRIVED here this morning with great difficulty; it grieves me to 
think what a fituation we are in, with three ſmall babes—But conſidering all 
things, we ſhall be better off than in that place—Be true, my dear, and we 
{hall overcome all—Damrnation take the flincher—l think myſe'f ſafe when 
T be with you! hope we ſhall be happy, and better off than with the old 
tellow ; God reſt his foul— Do not we receive the 2909l.—Maiy God be our 


guide and protefFtor—DireR for me, to be left at the Polt-.fiice, till called 
tor—I am fincerely your's, ON 


Cc 
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Q. Did you ſearch Mr. Reed's houſe for poiſon A. 
I d1d ſeek for poiſon, and poiſonous ingredients, but 
found none, 

(). Was you there when the Surgeon opened the body? 
—A. I was; I allo found Mr. Reed's Will, and the 
inſurance Policy. 

TosEPH Sims ſaid, that he went to the houſe of the 
late Mr. Reed, at Swanley, and knocked at the door 
which was opened by Mrs. Denley ; that Mrs. Reed ſoon 
after coming in, he ſaid, “ Madam, I am ſorry for what 
has happened ;” and that Mrs. Reed replied, by ſaying, 
that Mr. Reed was a dying man, four hours before any 
thing had happened. 


Mr. IENNER. 


Q. What are you ?—A. I am a Surgeon, and live in 
Berkeley. 

Q. Do you remember being ſent for to Mr. Reed? 
A. On Thurſday, the 17th of April, I was ſent for to 
Mr. Reed's. | 

Q. At what time did you arrive there *—A. About fix 
in the evening; when 1 found Mr. Reed fitting in a 
chair, with his elbow leaning on a table; he had a large 
wound on his head; ſoon after I entered the room, he be- 
came ſick and vomited ; I aſked him if the blows he had 
received on the head, was the occaſion of it; he replied 
n, ſor that he was ſick before; he then aſked me, if there 
was any harm in eating ſoup, that had ſtood in tin all 
night, I told him there was not. 

Q. Did you examine the wound ?—A. I did ; 1t was 
two inches and a half in length—the ſcalp was hanging, 
and the ſkull quite bare; his eyes looked wild and inflamed 

Q. Could theſe appearances be cauſed by the blows? — 


A. No; I thought it was likely he had been drinking 


ſomething ; I aſked him the queſtion ; he ſaid he had 
been drinking ſome tea; Mrs. Reed faid, that he had 
alſo had ſome brandy and water. | 
Q. Was the ſcull hurt? — A. No; there was no de- 
preſſion in the ſkull ; while I was there, he became ſick 
again and vomited; I aſked him if he could ſay poſitively 


that the ſickneſs was not occaſioned by the blows he had 
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received; he anſwered, No! No! I was very fick '-:fore, 
and 1n conſequence of what has happened, I have great 
reaſon to think I have taken ſomething : Mrs. Recd re- 
plied, that her huſband was prejudiced againſt ſome ſoup, 
that had ſtaid all night in a new tin; ſhe aid ſhe had put 
more Cayenne pepper in it, than the uſually did ; the 
ſaid, he had not been well for ſome tame paſt, and that 
ſh: wiſhed him to conſult me. 

Q Did you aſk what the blows were given with ?— 
A. 1 aiked Mrs Reed, and the ſaid that her brother 
had given them with a broomſtick, a few hours before; 
J aſked to ice the broomſtick, but it was not to be 
found, being either loft or burpt ; I was going to put 
{tome more queſtions about the ſoup, but Mr. Reed told 
me, he would more privately tell the whole; I deſired 
the people in the room to go out, but Mrs. Reed ſtaid 
behind ; Mr. Reed wiſhed for a chaiſe to go with me 
to Berkeley, but ] perſuaded him againſt it. 

Q. I tnink you ſaid, that he looked very much indi- 
poled ?—A, He appeared much dejected, Janguid and 
tull of 9 , and ſeemed in a 250d deal of pain in his 
itomach ; when ] drefled his wounds he wiſhed to lie 
down ; the general debility I thought was owing to lots 
of blood; he complained of a palpitation at his heart; 
when he was got up ſtairs, and taken into his bed room, 
I wiſhed him to take his cloaths off, but he appeared 10 
weak, he wilked to lie down; 1 told Mrs. Recd, that if 
he was fick again, it would be proper to give him a littlo 
weak camonile tea, and to {end to me again, in an hour. 
or an hour and an half. 

Q. When did you come again? — A. On the igth, 
when I attended the Coroner's Inqueſt. 

Q. What did zou do, when the Coroner held his in- 
queſt ?—A. I examined the wounds in the head; 1 then 
removed a proper portion of the Kull, to examine the 
brain: I firſt looked to ice if I could find any depreſſion; 
I found all the appearances natural; the ſkin of the brain 
was complete: I then procecded to examine the ſto- 
mach; the appearances were all natural in the upper 
part, but inflamed in the lower part, which had allo 

bbread into the inteſtines: I examincd the inſlammation 
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particularly, which appeared from ſomething taken into 
the ſtomach, and not to any general illneſs. 

Q. What is your opinion of Cayenne pepper, taken in 
a large quantity ?—A. Cayenne pepper, I do not think, 
could cauſe in ſo ſhort time an inflammation. 

Q. What do you think would the appearance have 
been, if he had drank ſpirits ?—A., It he had taken 
{pirits, he would have been delirious. 

Q. What do you think would have cauſed the inflam- 
_— A. A quantity of mercury would have done 


z arſenic, if given in water, would have produced an 
ae 


Q. What did you obſerve in the ſtomach 7A. I 
found a quantity of liquid in the ſtomach; I gave ſome 
of the liquid to a dog of Giles's. 

Q. How much did you give him ?—A. I gave the 
dog about three table- ſpoonfuls, but in drenching him, 
fore was ſpilt, as he made reſiſtance ; about half an 
hour after the dog began to be fick and vomited ; I then 
gave him another doſe, of about the ſame quantity as 
the firſt, 

Q. How long did the ſecond doſe remain ?—A. The 
fecond doſe did not come away, but he appeared ill, be- 
came Janguid and weak, and his limbs were affected 

Q. When did you ſee the dog again ?—A. I ſaw him 
in ns evening, in a ſtable, at the Red Lion, in New- 

; he appeared the fame ; I ſaw him again on the 
8 following; he was very weak, and his hind parts 
almoſt paralatic, and he died on the Wedneſday night. 

Q. Did you open him?—A. I did, and found his 
ſtomach much inflamed, in the lower part; I diſſected 
Knight's dog; the appearances in the ftomach were ſimi- 
lar to that of Giles's dog. 

Q. What is your opinion of the cauſe of Mr. Reed's 
death? — A. I am of opinion, that Mr. Reed's death 
was cauſed by poiſon. 

Q What do you think of Cayenne pepper, taken in 

a larger quantity than uſual ?—A. I think it might be 
taken in ſuch a quantity as to bring on an inflammation 
and death. 


Mr, Txt, Surgean, of Glouceſter, and Dr. JENNER 
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were next examined, relative to the nature and effects 
of arſenic, and of the quantity that would cauſe inflam- 
mation and death. 


ROBERT GILES. 


Q. Where do you live ?—A. I live at the Red Lyon 
at Newport. 

Q. Was you at Swanley, at the houſe of Mr. Reed ? 
A. I was there when Mr, Reed was opened by Mr, 
Jenner. 

Q. Had you a dog there ?—A. I took a dog with 
me trom Newport ; Mr. Jenner took ſomething out of 
Mr. Reed's ſtomach, and gave part of it to the dog. 

Q. How did the dog appcar after this ?—A. He was 
taken with a ſickneſs and ſtaggering : he had a little more 
given him. | 

Q. Where was the dog taken to?—A. He was tied 
in a ſtable. ; 

Q. Did he eat any food ?—A. I took ſome to him, 
but he would not take it, nor take any notice of it, but 
lay as if he was dead ; when he was taken out to have 
ſome water, he ſtaggeied and went reeling, and died on 
the Thurſday following. 

Q. How long had you the dog ?—A. About fix or 
ſeven years ; Mr. Jenner opened him. 

Q. Did you ſearch Mr. Reed's houſe for poiſon ?— 
A. 1 did, but found none. 

Mr. Tow nsurgxD produced Mr. Reed's will, wherein 
he bequeaths the ſum of 6,500]. in the three per cents. 
to be divided among the children, appointing Mrs. Reed 


their guardian, 


JANE DENLEY. 


Q. At what time was you at Mr. Reed's ?—A. I went 
there to aſſiſt in laying him out, on the Friday morning. 

Q. Was any one there beſides yourſelf ? A. Phoebe 
Knight came over, and brought ſome milk for the chil- 
dren's breakfaſt, and when I boiled the milk, I went to 
put it out for the babies, but could not find more than 
one baſon, Mrs. Reed told me; that there was ſome ſoup 
in a baſon, that was breaded for Mr Reed; Phoebe 
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Knight brought it out, and I put bread and all on a plate, 


and afterwards put the ſoup in a large ſaucepan, and 
warmed it formy huſband's breakfaſt, and he eat part ot 1t. 


GEORGE DENLEY. 


Q. Was you at Swanley?—A. I was there the day after 
Mr. Reed died; I was ordered to go and tell the Doc- 
tor, that Mr. Reed was dead. 


Q. Was you ordered to go for the Coroner ?—A. Mrs. 


Reed ordered me to go. 


Q. Was Hadley there ?—A. He was in the houſe ; $4 
and Hadley were at the Coroner's. 


Q. Can you tell which was there firſt ?—4. I cannot. 
tcll. 

Q. Do you think Hadley heard Mrs. Reed bid you go 
for the Coroner ?—A. I cannot be certain, but I think 
that he was in the ſame room. 


WILLIAM NIBBLETT. 


Q. Where do you hve ?—A. I live at the Crown Inn, 
Newport. 

Q. Do you know Mr Giles A. Yes. 

Q. Did you know his ſpaniel dog ?---A. Yes, 

Q. When did you fee the dog ?—A. I ſaw him on 
the Sunday, after they had given him the poiſon. 

Q. How did he go along? —A. He was trotting along. 

Did he ſeem to be well! A. [| {aw nothing the 
matter with him. 

Q. Did you ſee the dog after ?—A. I ſaw him again, 
between two and three o'clock. 

Q. Had he a rope about his neck ?—A. I did not 
obſerve, whether he had a rope or not, about his neck. 


ANN DAVIES. 


Q. Did you ever live in Mr. Reed's family ?—A. I 


lived with them twelve months. Mr. Reed was ablent 
ſeven months abroad. 


Q. Did they agree well together? —A. They agreed 


very well ; 
woman. 


Q. How long ago is it ſince you lived with then? 
A. About three years. 


I believe her to be a very prudent honeſt 


— 


T4 1 
Q. Did Mrs. Reed go out much? A. She never uſed 
to goout of the houſe, extept into the garden or to chapel. 


ELIZABETH CHURCH. 
Q. Where do you live ?—T live at Newport, at the 


Crown Inn. | 8 
Q. Was Mr. Reed and his family at your houſe ?— 
A. They were. 
Q. How did Mrs. Reed behave to her huſband ?— 
A. She behaved very well to him. 


Mr. REED. 


Q. Are you brother to the deceaſed? A, Yes. 

Q. Had you not a notice lent to you to produce a 
letter here which you received from your late brother ?— 
A. 1 did receive a notice, but I have not got the letter; 
I received ſeveral from my brother. 

Q. What was in the letter you were deſired to bring? 
A. My brother mentioned his dreſtreſſed ſituation ; and 
that if he did not receive a ſupply of money, he cer- 
tainly ſhould deſtroy himſclf. 

Q When was the letter written? -A. Juſt before his 
death. 


Here the Evidence cloſed, and Mrs. Reed who appeared 
in a very weak ſtate, delivered in a paper, of which 
the following is an authentic copy: 


* MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN, 


* I, Mary Recd, at the bar, finding that the weak- 
nels of my health will not allow me to addreſs you verbally, 
I here intreat you to cauſe this paper to be read in court; 
and to ſuffer an untortunate woman to make the only de- 
tence left her, that of her innocency, which ſhe truſts, 
through your clemency, will enable her to ſtand againſt 
power and falſe accuſation ; and my Lords and Gentle- 
men, give me leave to aſſure you, that in that innocency, 
T dare look up to the throne of mercy ; and in the pre- 
tence of my Almighty Judge, before whom 1 ſtand, and at 
whoſe Bar we muſt all give an account, I here, as in his, 
and your preſence, moit ſolemnly declare, that I never 
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directly or indirectly, was any way acceſſary to tlie death 
of my huſband, whom I really loved, and if I am con- 
demned, which God forbid, as it is for the ſake of my poor 
children I wiſh to live: — But if ot herways I here poſi- 
tively and publicly lay my innocent blood to their charge, 
who have cited me to this tribunal, before which I now 
ftand, full fraught with every reſpect for you Gentlemen, 
and by whom J am to be judged and tried; and I reſt 
m hopes, that I mall be by you returned to my dear 
children.“ . 


Mr. JusTict Lawrence recapitulated the Evidence 
with his uſual exactneſs, and after the Jury had retired; he 
deſired them to be called again, and told them that two 
things were to be taken into their conſideration: Firſt, 
what Mr. Reed told Mr. Jenner when he aſked him to tell 
whether he thought that the blows he had received had 
cauſed the ſickneſs, and Mr. Reed's replying, that he was 
ſick before, and would tell him more when in private ;— 
Secondly, as to the letter ſent to his brother, wherein he 
talked of deſtroying him as his circumſtances were bad ; 
and whether he had not taken the poiſon himſelf. 


The Jury, after an abſence of one hour and ſixteen 
minutes, returned a verdict NOT GUILTY. 
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THE END. 
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